Absorbing Andrea’s 26 year commitment to
education while she’s in full flight on stage is
an indulgence teachers and leaders
remember for a long time. Her enthusiasm
and in-depth knowledge charge her keynotes
at every level and motivate educators to do
better long after she has left the stage. The
consummate professional with a proven track
record across the country, Andrea can cut
and paste all aspects of her diverse repertoire
into one seamless presentation thereby
concentrating on the core needs of any group
of educators. Armed with the knowledge and
tools they were lacking, school leaders and
teachers are then inspired and ready to return
to their schools to make a positive difference.
If your school or organisation is looking to
improve educational outcomes for students
and job satisfaction for teachers, investing in
Andrea’s skillful presentation techniques and
tailoring an agenda to suit your whole team’s
needs is an highly effective strategy. Her
depth of knowledge across all educational
topics is exceptional. She is fully up-to-date
with current educational theories and
possesses the rare talent of being able to
simplify these and turn them into the little
gems that enable effective teaching.
Read on to learn more about the topics
Andrea is conversant with. If your school
requires help in any of these areas booking
Andrea to present will be a strategic
manoeuvre. This list is by no means
exhaustive so please contact her to learn how
she may assist with your school’s
particular requirements. With seven books
authored by her, Andrea Hillbrick certainly
knows how to educate teachers.

1. Differentiating your Mathematics Learning Program:
Differentiating is responsive teaching which respects that students learn via assorted
pathways. By practicing differentiation in the classroom, we are creating learning
environments where students from a diverse range of backgrounds and abilities can
all prosper educationally. In this presentation, we will delve into mathematical
content, process and product and learn the advantages of differentiation. By taking
into account the students’ varying learning needs, we can create a classroom where
better engagement levels lead to improved learning outcomes across a greater
number of students.
From this presentation you will –
• Understand the links to Carol Ann Tomlinson’s research and understandings,
• Explore the teacher’s role in the daily mathematics lesson,
• Learn about the key characteristics of effective lessons,
• Consider the opportunities to differentiate in each and every lesson,
• Be shown how to select one task and differentiate for varying ability groups,
• Learn more open ended tasks ,
• Build confidence to apply in your own classroom.
2. Comprehension Strategies in the Reading Classroom:
When understanding texts, readers should attempt to process writing beyond a
simple word meaning so they achieve the big picture. This level of engagement
breeds a desire to infer, analyse, connect, interpret and more. They are able to
decode ambivalence and critique, not only the messages, but the delivery. This
leaves readers with a sense of pleasure at having arrived at a deeper understanding.
From this, insight is gained, language is enhanced and a variety of new
comprehension strategies are willingly adopted. Andrea educates teachers so they
may bring their classrooms up to this standard and prepare their students for life-long
learning.

About this presentation –
• This professional learning program has been designed to provide P-6 teachers with
knowledge and ideas about the learning and teaching of comprehension which they
can immediately implement in their classrooms.
• The sessions focus on developing an understanding of how comprehension
strategies can be immersed into every reading experience across all areas of the
curriculum.
• The goal of the program is for teachers to link comprehension strategies with text
types and to explore ways texts can be investigated in a variety of ways.
• In addition, participants will acquire ideas for learning activities that focus on
teaching students to articulate and apply their understanding of what has been read.
• A particular feature will be the final session in which participants will engage in
activities where they will identify different text features and plan a range of suitable
explorations for students.
• Participants will engage in hands-on activities and explore a variety of print media
including newspapers, picture books, poetry, novels and factual texts. They will also
work in year level groups having time to engage in conversation and question and
answer times with each other and the presenter.
• Participants will be provided with resources and support material to use in their
classrooms and to share with colleagues.
3. Vocabulary Instruction:
Engaging students in rich and ever-changing language allows them to absorb new
words via a variety of methods. Listening, reading, writing and speaking are all
common ways we expose students to new words and expressions and this improves
their reading comprehension. We can also improve their awareness of words and
how they can be used in different contexts. When vocabularies are extended, new
opportunities to learn present themselves and student participation and learning
outcomes across the curriculum improves. Andrea presents the techniques and tools
to enable teachers to open these doors for their students.

Audiences will learn:
• The latest research about vocabulary
instruction,
• The features of a classroom learning
environment,
• A range of quality texts to support
vocabulary development,
• Highly effective teaching strategies to
implement in your classroom,
• The links to reading and writing
programs,
• Tools and tasks to engage and motivate
students.
4. Leading Professional Learning
Teams:
Effective professional learning focusses
on developing the intrinsic habits of a
valuable teacher. It improves teachers’
grasp of the lessons taught and furnishes
them with a host of techniques to allow
their students to comprehend the content.
Professional learning is concerned with
providing teachers the expertise to teach
and assess for a profound understanding
while developing their students’
metacognitive abilities. Andrea’s prowess
lies in her ability to explore and clarify the
strategies and protocols required to
implement a PLT meeting focusing on
creating a plan for improved student
outcomes. She will lead participants in
using the protocols and strategies with
examples from current school-based
practices and offer time to reflect and
make connections to their own schools.
The presentation covers:
• Current research,
• Implementation strategies for your
school,
• Protocols to plan and implement PLTs,
• Strategies to enhance participation in
PLTs,

• Teaching strategies related to the PLT
focus.
5. Mental Strategies in the Primary
Classroom:
It is highly beneficial for students to master
flexible and efficient methods for mental
computations as these represent the most
common forms of speedy calculations and
estimations used in everyday life. These
mental strategies are distinct from mental
arithmetic as they may be used to obtain
accurate or approximate answers using
broad mathematical concepts. Students
need to learn a range of these strategies
and learn to employ the most suitable one
for a given situation. In this presentation,
Andrea will share a bank of quality tasks
which engage students and expand their
thinking capabilities and confidence. She
also outlines some ideas on how to
differentiate to deepen classroom benefits.
Participants will:
• Explore an overview of mental strategies.
What are they? When do I teach them?

• Actively investigate quality tasks that
develop mental strategies,
• Have fun learning new games,
• Consider quality assessment task to
inform The selection of quality task,
• Link to Australian Curriculum proficiencies,
• Consider strategies to differentiate a task
to cater for learning needs for reshaping by:
Learning Environment, Content, Process
and Product.
6. Rich Mathematics Tasks:
These are inspiring tasks that bring
numbers and mathematical methods into
the real world. They breathe life into
previously memorised procedures and
factoids by connecting them to everyday
problems relevant to the student. This
enables them to absorb the ‘why’ of maths.
This learning is of much greater value and
interest thereby creating the participation
and engagement that makes teaching a
pleasure. Andrea’s presentation creates a
context teachers can immediately
implement in their classrooms as it
demonstrates the lessons and strategies
which enable the possibilities.

Participants will learn:
• Key features of a rich task,
• The lesson format to implement rich
tasks,
• Strategies to differentiate rich tasks,
• Many online resources to support their
thinking,
• Connections between the tasks and the
curriculum,
• Strategies to support and motivate
students to share their mathematical
thinking.
7. Inquiry Learning:
Inquiry learning is based on the relatively
new concept that ‘knowing’ is no longer
regarded as the ability to remember and
repeat. Moreover, it is about being able
to find and use information. Educators
and educational systems have supported
this as it more accurately reflects life
after school. Additionally, inquiry has
become central to knowledge building in
a range of learning environments and
professional workplaces. Andrea has
published three highly practical teacher
references focusing on inquiry learning
and during the presentation draws upon
her many stories and examples to
highlight the importance of this learning
technique.
Participants will:
•Explore the stages of Inquiry Learning,
•Be taught effective tools and strategies
to engage and enthuse students,
•Learn the value of observing, reading,
discussing, recording, viewing, debating
and questioning in an Inquiry Learning
classroom,
•Be encouraged to bring a current topic
so they can plan teaching ideas to
implement in their classrooms,
•
Be exposed to plenty of practical
ideas based on current research to take

• Be exposed to plenty of practical ideas
based on current research to take back
to their schools.
8. What does an effective mathematics
lesson look like?
A comprehensive, balanced and
challenging curriculum is required so
students succeed in mathematics.
However, increasing evidence indicates
quality instruction is also essential in
helping students gain the most from their
mathematics lesson time. Consequently,
effective maths lessons need to be highly
engineered by quality teaching
techniques so students can thrive.
Teaching elements must be challenging,
strategically organised, involve problem
solving, be appropriately targeted to the
level of the students and provoke
students to develop a deep conceptual
understanding of the topic and why it is
important. In this presentation, Andrea
explores a maths lesson from the
planning stage to implementation and on
to the evaluation of the lesson. This is
an engaging session so be ready to play
new games and be presented with
interesting tasks and strategies.
You will learn about the key features
of a highly effective lesson:
• Classroom and time management
strategies,
• Flexible grouping of students related to
their learning needs,
• Whole class focus,
• Small focus group teaching,
• Teaching approaches,
• Reflection.

Five Reasons your next event will benefit from engaging Andrea as your
speaker:
1. Participants leave with enthusiasm and clarity and are motivated to put their new
tools and strategies into practice the very next day.
2. Andrea is a hands-on presenter with 15 years’ experience who succeeds
because she engages and entertains her audiences, large or small.
3. Every presentation is the product of consultation with event organisers so is
tailored to their specific needs. Her can-do attitude and passion mean she is results
focused.
4. Andrea’s current classroom experience gives her instant cut-through and
credibility with audiences. They respect her ability to work across all areas of the
curriculum.
5. Audiences rely on her ability to simplify complex educational theories and convert
them to meaningful tools and strategies.
Speaker Delivery Options:
Andrea is proficient at delivering these presentations in a variety of ways. Each has
benefits for differing applications and may be tailored to suit individual group
requirements.
• Keynote
• Plenary
• Workshop
• Facilitator of Professional Learning Programs
• Full Day Program for individual schools, networks of schools and conferences
• Multiple Day Event
• Twilight Forums.
Please customise to suit your individual professional learning needs and engage
with Andrea to discuss which method is most suitable.

